More Vallejo Kids Can Attend Our Children’s Summer Art Camp!
1.  Project Title
· More Vallejo Kids Can Attend Our Children’s Art Camp!
2.  Total Budget Amount Requested
· $40,000
3.  Short Project Summary
· Increase the capacity of the existing and very successful Vallejo Children’s Summer Art Camp. More children would have the opportunity to attend this immersive art experience that encourages creativity, commitment, confidence, and success.  
4.  Delegate Name
· Trudie Mahoney 
5.  Delegate email address
· trudieatsixty@gmail.com
6.  Detailed Project Description
·  The Children’s Summer Art Camp currently is a 2 week long activity and has a capacity for 32 children. Funding is raised annually by The Vallejo Community Arts Foundation (VCAF) to support the Camp.  Hundreds of hours of volunteer time is donated by members of the Vallejo community to ensure the camp is successful.  There is currently tuition to offset some of the operational expenses and many if not most of the Campers receive some sort of financial support from VCAF. The Participatory Budgeting funds would enable more children (potentially 60 depending on scheduling configurations) to have this wonderful experience.  The funding would also provide enhanced scholarship opportunities so more children from low to moderate income households can attend. 

VCAF continues to improve their Summer Art Camp for children, Post-Kindergarten to Sixth Grade, (ages 7-14,) with a deepening curriculum. The courses are taught by local professional artists, with art assistants and counselors to ensure one on one attention to the children.  Different than school experiences, Art Camp allows for kids to unleash their creative energy in wonderful ways.  Early on in the program a Camper’s creative process begins to develop and they discover their unique artistic ability.  These early successes lead to increase confidence, self respect, respect for others, and an overall feeling of personal success.  Many kids come to camp thinking they don’t have artistic abilities.  They leave feeling differently. 

Artists, Art Assistants, Special Guest Artists, Camp Counselors and volunteers provide instruction in many artistic mediums.   Many Vallejo children may have their first exposure to classes such a mosaics, acrylic painting, 3-D clay, Raku fired ceramics, robotics, photography, sketching, silk screening, singing and performing arts.  The program allows kids to learn new skills that have a direct correlation to science, technology, reading, language, engineering, and math. The courses are taught on a schedule that allows for like aged groups to move between activities throughout the two week session. The Campers learn the importance of completing projects from begin to end and develop skills in analysis, design, development, and implementation.  Campers also learn how to critique their own work and the work of others to improve their skills.  Children and parents/guardians commit to have a Camper attend all sessions for the full 2 weeks.  
7.  Project Type
· Program and/or Service
8.  Why is the Project Needed?
· Citizens of Vallejo have indicated through the Participatory Budgeting input process that there is a need for additional summer programs for children.  Rather than developing a new program, it makes sense to increase capacity of existing programs to allow more children to participate.

The Vallejo Community Arts Foundation (VCAF) has been conducting the Children’s Summer Art Camp for 18 years with tremendous success.  For 2018 donated funds allowed for 32 Campers. Following the application process and selection of kids for last year’s program there were over 50 Vallejo children still on a wait list.  
9.  How will this project address/solve the need?
· There is no doubt that funding beyond donated funds would increase the capacity of the camp to allow higher admission rates.  With additional funds a larger venue will be possible.  A larger venue will allow for more children to attend and be in groups of like aged kids.  The concept is to have groups of kids ages 7-8, 9-10, 11-12 and 13-14 together so their skill levels are similar.  This will provide for an Art Camp experience that is focused on creativity and immersion  that kids do not readily receive in art programs in public schools
10. How will Vallejo Benefit?
· The Vallejo Community Arts Foundation (VCAF) a recognized 501c3 will implement the program.  VCAF is committed to arts education for children and adults and produces programs to support this commitment.  First and foremost children will benefit because many more of them will have an opportunity to attend camp.  The community will benefit as well in many ways.  Local artists will be teaching classes and participating in activities.  Parents will be able to see their children’s work displayed at the Art Exhibit on the final day of camp.  Artwork produced at camp will be displayed in Vallejo Public Building so community members can view the work.
11. Challenges or Obstacles?
· None anticipated at this time
12.  Who will implement the Project?
· Vallejo Community Arts Foundation, a prequalified 501(c) 3 non-profit organization.  Funds will not be used for fundraising or administrative costs associated with presenting the Camp.  Expenses outside the scope of Participatory Budgeting guidelines will be the responsibility of VCAF
13.  Where will the project be implemented?
· Most likely private property.  If a suitable location on public property is identified it will certainly be considered




